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Ground-breaking: the larch-clad house in Camden, designed by Bere Ar 2 UK’s first accredited Passivhaus

AN
S WE face another winter,
theidea of slashing heating
bills to almost nothing

" sounds like a fantasy.

However, it is possible =
and not just for modern, new-build
homes, but for the majority of

| London’s classic brick houses.
This is because of a rigorous design
system called Passivhaus. Developed

in Germany, it is the world’s leading Imp rOVIng Or movqm[@
low-energy building standard. the PaSSIVhaUS System
The system uses triple-glazed,

immaculately fitting windows, photo-  Cg[] SQVe 90 per cent
voltaic panels, plus other building
of your energy, says

techniques such as good insulation, in
a bid to cut energy use by 90 per cent
compared with a typical home.
Passivhauses also rely on solar gain,
which means lots of glazing, particu-
larly in south-facing areas, and opening
doors and windows to let heatin when
it is hot, with really good blind systems
so that those rooms don’t overheat.
To date, there are more than 250
certified Passivhauses in the UK.

CAMDEN TRAILBLAZER

- Innorth London, architect Justin Bere
has been designing ecologically sound
homes for years. But when he came
across the German system, he says it
answered every question he had, so he
adopted it.

. He persuaded a London couple to
‘build a new Passivhaus in Camden and,
‘when it was finished in 2010, it was the
first in the UK to be accredited.
- Thelarch-clad, 118 sq metre two-bed-
room home became a trailblazer.
Bright and airy, with sliding doors on =
to a south-facing terrace, it harvests  Perfectf lPass_mor _"Street,
| rainwater underground, uses a solar  Mayfair, above and top, uses Passivhaus
panel and has a tiny back-up boiler.  principles and keeps its traditional look
'Annual heating costs are 10 per cent of
‘equivalent homes.

~ Notsurprisingly, Bere says that “now

- most of our clients want one”. :

| “Every house should do it,” he says. RETROFIT WONDER

- “Over 50 years, asingle home cansave -

‘thousands. If the Government took a  Inwest London, Octavia housing asso-
Jlong-term view, this could save the ciation has provedit’s possible to retro-
country billions. Instead of investing  fita three-storey Victorian terrace house
innuclear energy, it could dotheright  ina conservation area to save energy.
| thing and contribute £10,000-£15,000 Octavia’s architect, Marion Baeli from
to mortgages to cover the cost of PDP London, says that with a retrofit  # To find out more 2
‘achieving these standards — a small  the results are still brilliant, but to a principles, visit passi
thing which future generations willbe  slightly more relaxed specification.  and Bere Architects at bel :

grateful for. Let’s put our hands in our
pockets now. Our kids will thank us.”




