THE HOME OF EDWARD
GIBBS AND FELICITY
CANING IS IN DISGUISE.
IT MAY LOOK COMPACT,
BUTIT'S ACTUALLY A
SUBURBAN TARDIS
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N |1t ting out at the end of a mundane
Victorian terrace in north London, what looks like a couple of striking
zinc-clad boxes stacked on top of each other turns out to be the three-
bedroom family home of Edward Gibbs and Felicity Caning, and their
three children Sarah (19), Jack (16) and Hugh (12). Designed by eco
architect Justin Bere, Focus House occupies the skinny, wedge-shaped
site of a former car park, a plot that was big enough for a grand total
of five cars. The new 250sqm building is a mind-boggling example of
how to manipulate an awkward piece of land, especially as ‘it isn't the
rectangular shape you get at the end of most terraces,” says graphic
designer and illustrator Edward.

Standing outside looking straight at the narrow front facade, you're
fairly certain that the building must lead into the Victorian house
next door if it contains all the rooms it claims to. Either that or it
must be one heck of a poky space. Neither turns out to be true.

After a relatively compact entrance area, the house opens up like
a telescope into a gorgeous light-filled living area-cum-kitchen-cum-
dining room with a wall of sliding glass doors at the rear and a long
roof light set to one side. This latter feature follows the length of a
custom-made resin composite desk, one of three places for Edward
(who works from home) to use. “You become very aware of the sun’s
movements throughout the day,” he says. ‘It rises at the back of the

right The couple's
open-plan space
has been split

house and the windows and roof light are designed to catch the light!  into defined work
The building is still technically a little on the tight side for a family and living areas
of five (brothers Hugh and Jack share a bedroom). Bere squeezed as using sleek and

simple furniture,
complemented by
a palette of muted

much space as he could from the plot by pushing the structure as far
into the back garden - the wider end of it — as possible. ‘I used the

extensions on the back of the neighbouring houses as a boundary greys, browns and 5
line,” he says. In contrast, the front of the building has been set back white, which helps g
slightly from the terrace to show respect for the existing architecture, ~ bounce light around

While light is one of the main contributing factors to the home's ::;T:;Tah;?u?::n'
deceptively spacious feel, it's the plan of the rooms that allows the daors give the
whole thing to work. And despite its obvious constraints, the bizarre impression of one
plot has been one of the main driving forces behind this. I like_ continuous space

8 WHATIS
PASSIVHAUS?

~ PassivHaus is the world’s leading

& standard in energy-efficient

# construction, and was the model

adopted for this house. There are

currently 6,000 homes in Europe that

qualify for PassivHaus status - their

e Overall heating is less than 16kW per

sqm per year, and the total energy

use is less than 120kW per sgm

= peryear. The building must also be

airtight, have outstanding levels of

thermal insulation, and make use of

renewable power sources - windows

. have to be high-performance triple-

: glazed. It must also incorporate

an efficient Mechanical Ventilation

g Heat Recovery [MVHR] unit - try Wolf

7" Passive Homes (0870 BO3 0459; wolf-
. passivehomes.com), or for further

' details, visit passivhaus.org.uk.
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‘THE LARGE WINDOWS AT THE BACK HAVE BEEN DESIGNED TO CATCH ALL THE LIGHT’















